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Theater Writer

he director of “Fleeping
l Beauty Wakes"jis a vet-
eran stage hand; with
Broadway cxpcnence{ Its play-
wright-won a Tony. The tvo
co-presenting theater compa-
nies — Center Theat§e Group

j
i
By Evan Henersoni
!

and Deafl West Thea
cerfainly know what playmak-
ing is all about,

In fact, the members of the-
creative team who are still a
hit green to this genge are —

B =—

COMPOSETS,

This stands to. reagon. In
their other incarnatidn, com-
posetflyricists Brendan Milburn
and Valerie Vigoda are
two-thirds of the rock band
GrooveLily. And right now,
the theater world seéms to
want GrooveLily m(il'e than the

| somewhat ironically l— the

music industry.

“We stopped (rying to get a
record deal,” says dMilburn, the
band's keyboardist. YAnd then
we get a record deal from a
theatrical label.” 1]

The band had alrehdy bcen
sealing back on its concetts
and steadily movinglinto the
world of live theater] A
GrooveLily-scored njusical —
like its maiden cffort “Striking
12" — also comes with the
performers on stage, iincorpo-
rated into the action.

So it's come (o pass thal the
Brooklyn-based Milturn and
Vigoda have been re i
L.A. since February)
on both their American Sign
Language and their acting,
“Sleeping Beauty Whakes™
opens al the Kirk Douglas
Thealre this weekend.

As far as “Beauty| Wakes™"
dircetor Jeft Calimu is con-
cetnied, the pop/rock world’s
temporary loss is live theater’s
gain.

“tMilbum and Vipgoda's) is
not a sound we’ve Beard in the
theater before. ['m not smart
enough to be ahle th name it,
but they're unique, and finding
a unigue voice likefthis is
something to cefebrate,” Cal-
houn says.

Wearing lots of hats
The husband andjwife com-
posers — parents fg an

18-month-old son, Mose, as
well as bandates - fully
intend to celebrate . once the

lyrics and arrangenients are all
hammerdd out, onceé their
“Beauty Wakes” roles are
leamed. It's a lot of} work wear-
ing creator and player hats, but
Vigoda and Milbury aren’t
exactly griping, '
“There's $o much more you

Rock band GrooveLily
takes center stage for now

GrooveLlIy — Shannon Ford, left, Brendan Milbum and
Valefie Vigoda — pertform in the warld premiere of “Sleeping
Beauty Wakes,” through May 13 at the Kirk Douglas Theatre.

can do when you're liberated
from just telling your own
story,” Vigoda says. “Instead
of talking aboul your own
breakup or boyfriends, sud-
denly you're telling the story
of “Sleeping Beauty' or fans
Christian Andersen’s ‘The
Little Match Gicl.” There’s just
a whale warld out there of
more exciling work.”

“Match Gigl” was (he basis
for “Striking 12," the band’s
firsl attempt at concertized
storytelling written with Rachel
Sheinkin, the writer of “The
25th Annual Putnam County
Spelling Bee.” GrooveLily
broke out a 45-minute show-
case version of the three~per-
son musical in 2004 at the
National Alliance for Musical
Theatre.

With Milburn, Vigeda and
drunumer Gene Lewin doubling
as both the musicians and the
only performers, the show was
one of the hits of the festival.
When a full production finally
reached Néw York last year,
The New York Times’ Charles
Isherwood lauded “Striking 127
and “Spring Awakening” com-
poser Duncan Sheik For “inspir-

AT

ing hope that musical theater,
long considered to be on lile
support, may yet make a recov-
cry fueled by miusical transfu-
sions from the more eclectic
players in the pop and rock
spheses.”

Like a fairy tale

Former Deafl West managing
director Bill O’Brien saw
“Striking 127 al the NAMT,
and broached the idea uf a
cobiaboration between Deaf
West and GrooveLily with the
band producing sonps that (he
deal and partially deaf actors
would perform.

“We thought it would be
interesting if something ever
came of it, But we never
expecled it 10,” says Mitburn.
“Then, in late 2005, Deaf West
had gotlen this hinge grant from
the National Endowment for
the Ars, and they had to have
something lo present in front
of a paying audience at the end
of hune 2006.”

{»Brien’s directive: Base the
new work on a fairy tale and
have the band members mix
wilh deal and partially deaf

L

sical awakening

SLEEPING BEAUTY WAKES
Where: Kirk Douglas Theatve, 9820
Washington Blvd., Culver City, ~
When: 2 and 8 p.m. Salurday, 2 and
7 p.m. Sunday; through May 13.
Some weeknlght performances. Call
for exact schedule.

| Tickets: $20 to $50. {213) 628-2772

wwiw.centertheatregraup.org.

actors, GrooveLily spilballed a
modem-day take on “Rumpel-
stiltskin,” but book writer Shei
nkin suggested “Bleeping
Beauty™ set in'a presenf-day
sleep- -disorders. clinic instéad,

The workshopped version
%ayed Deal West’s small

orth Hollywood theater. At
that point, “Beauty Wakes”

‘was rough around the edges

but well-received,.and a full
commissien followed,

Coming off a conceptual -
staging of Shakespeare’s “A
Midsummer Night’s Dream” i1
New Jersey (the band recently
cut a concept album from the
production}, Yigoda says
GrooveLily appears to be estat
lishing & pattern “of doing
shows that we can pecform in
our pajamas.”

Return-to roots
For Milburn, moving into

‘theater is actually something o

a full-circle return  Graduating
from Pomona Coll ge, he
attended graduate scheol at
New York University’s Musi-
cal Theater Writing Program (
couple -of years ahead of even
tual writing parter Sheinkin),
Leaving graduate sciiool and

" finding, himself davnted by the

New York musicai theater
scene, Milburn instead bhookec
up with a gir] reck band -

fronted by Vigoda.

He had caught their act and
was smitten by both the musi
and the violinist/lead singer,
Vigoda, One slight obstacle
stood in the way.

“She thought 1 was gay,”
Milburn says of Vigoda. “I -
was all into musical theater, T
came from San Francisco, thi:
sensitive new-age guy. So if
tock a while to sort of progre
past that.”

“Even before we staricd
dating, we werc writing lyrics
logether,” adds Vigoda. “One
of our first misunderstandings
was when he asked me out fc
coflee. [ thought, *Is this a
date?' He said, ‘[ want to tak
you out for coffee and talk
about songwriting.” He really
did, and it was all business.
We talked about songwriting,
we pot to krnow each other,
and that’s the way we still
are.”

Evan Henerson, (818) 713-3661
ovan.henarson@daltynews.com



